BEAUTIFUL PORTUGAL

PORTUGAL'S SHARE OF THE IBERIAN PENINSULA

Spain by any natural barriers; its low
tnonntain ranges are but prolongations of
Spanish ones, and all its important rivers
rise in the neighboring country. The
Tagus and the Docuro are the two chief

streams, and they divide the
land into three distinct sec-
tions. The northernmost in-
cludes the two provinces of
Entre Minho e Douro and
Tras os Montes, above the
Douro; the central district
between the Douro and the
Tagus includes Estremadura
and Biera, and the southern
provinces of Algarve and
Alemtejo lie south of the
Tagus. The name ^Alem-
tejo1' means "On the Other
Side of the Tagus." North
of the Douro is the most
mountainous part of the
country; the Serra da Es-
trella cuts across Biera,
and in the south the Serra
de Monchique marks off the
old Moorish province of Al-
garve. Though adjoining
Spain, a country that suffers
in the summer from too
great heat and an insufficient
rainfall, central Portugal has
a most delightful climate,
with plenty of warm sunshine
and cool breezes from the
Atlantic Ocean to temper the
heat. These winds bring just
enough.rain but not too much.
The northern provinces are
far more rainy than Alem-
tejo'and Algarve, which are
almost as dry and tropical as
North Africa. Most of the
coastline is low, with two or
three bold headlands and
many sand dunes. A little
above Lisbon the scenery be-
comes wildly beautiful, and
from here to the Minho River
on the northern boundary
stretches the loveliest part of
the country. The valley of
the Douro is terraced with

vineyards, while on the moorlands, or
"campos," above the Tagus grow sweet-
smelling shrubs, such as cistus, which has
a white flower like that of the sweetbriar
rose and wild flowers of colorful beauty.
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